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Willowbrook Wildlife Center is a wildlife rehabilitation and education
center devoted to helping people live more harmoniously with their wild-
life neighbors. Willowbrook offers a multi-faceted learning experience
through live animal exhibits, interpretive signs and displays, a variety of
education programs and representative habitat areas. Willowbrook is also
a hospital and recovery area for wild animals of native species that have
been injured or orphaned by the activities of people, with the eventual
goal of release back into the wild. Please remember that loud noises can
cause harmful stress to animals. We ask that all visitors proceed quietly
and calmly throughout the Center.

Enclosed is a brief description of the on-site and off-site educational ser-

vices and programs offered by Willowbrook Wildlife Center. Our volun-
teers and staff are available to assure that your visit or program is an en-
joyable and worthwhile learning experience. Please call the Center if you
have questions or would like to make a reservation.

Out of County Groups: Non-DuPage County schools and groups will be
charged $30 per group, per day in addition to the program fee. (No ex-
tra charge for self-guided groups.)

Call today to schedule your program or group visit!

Call between 9:00 am & 4:30 pm seven days a week. To reserve your pro-
gram please register at least four weeks in advance. Self-guided groups
also need to make reservations (plan for a 90-minute visit). Call us at
(630) 942-6200 to make your reservations.
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Education Programs By Grade Level

School Programs at Willowbrook
Descriptions of these programs can be found on pages 4 —8.
Group Size Min = 8 / Max = 25 unless otherwise noted

Grades
PK-1
Aminals!
Owls (1st Grade)
What is a Reptile? (K-1)

Intro to Birds of Prey (3rd Grade)
Wild Lifestyles

Owls (2nd Grade)

Reptiles in Review

4-6 . 4
Examining Ectotherms . ;
Intro to Birds of Prey

Restoring Nature's Treasures
Wildlife Scene Investigations *

Extinct, Endangered & Threatened Species (8th - 12t Grade)
Intro to Birds of Prey

Living with Wildlife

Restoring Nature's Treasures

Wildlife Scene Investigations * ( 7th & 8th Grades)

*Min = 10/ Max = 20
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Descriptions of these programs can be found on pages 11 —15.

\
Grades &
K-1 \

Wonderful Wildlife
Owls (1st Grade)
What is a Reptile? (K-1)

AN

Wild Lifestyles

Owls (2nd Grade)

Raptor Outreach ** (3rd Grade)

Raptor Outreach - Lecture Only (3rd Grade)
Reptiles in Review

Examining Ectotherms

Raptor Outreach ** (through 5th Grade)
Raptor Outreach - Lecture Only
Restoring Nature's Treasures

Wildlife Scene Investigations *

Extinct, Endangered & Threatened Species (8th - 12th Grade)
Raptor Outreach - Lecture Only

Living with Wildlife

Prairies

Restoring Nature's Treasures
Wildlife Scene Investigations * ( 7th & 8th Grades)

* Min = 10/ Max = 20
** No more than 40 students per session



On-Site Programs and Self-guided Visits

Willowbrook’s exhibits are designed to be self-guided. Scheduled self-guided
groups are given a welcome and orientation when they arrive. If you sched-
ule a program, you should plan additional time (at least an hour) for your
group to explore the exhibits. Visits may be scheduled between 9:00 a.m. and
the 5:00 p.m. closing time. The Nature Trail is closed at 4:00 p.m. Willow-
brook is open every day except the following: Easter Sunday, Memorial Day,
4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and the day after, Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day.

Special Needs: We are wheelchair accessible and welcome visitors with special
needs or disabilities. Please inform us of your group’s needs when you re-
serve your program. Chaperones are free.

Picnicking: Is allowed at no extra charge. The covered shelter is available on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Clothing: Our outdoor animal exhibit trail is paved; however, clothing should
be appropriate for the weather. Those using the Nature Trail should wear
boots on muddy days. Remember insect repellent in season.

Aminals!

e GradesPK-1

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 45 minute program

e $20 per program

Activities include a story, a poem to act out, showing animal homes and
pictures, and observing animal bones and skeletons. Meet and touch one of
Willowbrook’s pets.



Civic Outreach: Our Wildlife Neighbors

e Adults (also suitable for grade 4 and up)

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 30-45 minute program

e $1/ person

A PowerPoint presentation briefly tells the history of wildlife in DuPage
County, with special emphasis on present-day human-wildlife interac-
tions. We'll discuss how some species have benefited, while others have
been harmed because of landscape changes over time. Question and
answer session follows.

Civic Outreach: Restoring Natur
e Adults (also suitable for grade 4 and up)

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 45 minute program

e $1/ person

Gain insight into the District’s restoration and wildlife habitat improve-

ment efforts through a PowerPoint presentation highlighting natural

areas. Learn about the Forest Preserve’s conservation efforts and what

the future holds for DuPage County’s natural areas. Discover ways you

can make a difference in our community.

Civic Outreach: Top 20 Birds at Your Feeder

e Adults (also suitable for grade 4 and up)

e Group size: 8 / 25

¢ 30-40 minute program

e $1/ person

This PowerPoint presentation features a countdown of the Top-20 feeder
birds in the Midwest based on Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s FeederWWatch
data dating back to 1987. The presentation includes species photos, dis-

tribution maps and food preferences.

Examining Ectotherms

e Grades4-6

e Group Size: 8 / 25

¢ 1hour program

e  $50 per program

This program is designed to teach children about the world of reptiles
and reptile survival strategies, and the basic differences between reptiles
and amphibians through discussion, activities and presentation of live

animals.
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Extinct, Endangered, and Threatened Species

e Grades8-12

e Group Size: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e $20 per program

Extinction of life has been a part of our natural world for 3 billion years.
Today, we may (or may not) be facing a mass extinction event that rivals the
end of the dinosaurs. This program features compelling stories and discus-
sion of extinct, endangered, and threatened animals and looks closely at our
efforts to save certain species from disappearing from our world.

Intro to Birds of Prey

e Grades2-12

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e $50 per program

Learn about the natural history of birds of prey during a lively discussion and
up close look at biofacts (wings, skulls, feet, pictures). The program ends with
a presentation of 2 live birds of prey.

Wild Lifestyles

e Grades2-3

e Group Size: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e $20 per program

Includes stories, investigating animal skulls, an animal homes presentation
and special activities where the children participate.

Living with Wildlife

e Grades7-12

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e $20 per program

An hour long program in which the summary of the history of wildlife in the
area is presented. The ways people and animals interact today is discussed,
followed by an activity where they imagine what decisions they would make
in simulated situations.
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Owls .“ o .‘ ®
e Grades1-2 .' "'
e Group size: 8 / 25
e 45 minute program
e  $50 per program
A presentation with live owls that
teaches the natural history of these birds of prey. This is a version of the
lecture only Raptor Outreach, with a length and concepts suited for
younger children.

Personal Guided Tour

e Allages

e Group size 6 / 25

e 45 - 60 minute tour

e $2/ per person

Join Willowbrook Wildlife staff for a personalized tour of our animal ex-
hibits. Your personal guide will share interesting stories of Willowbrook
and our permanent residents with your group.

Question and Answer Session

e Allages

e 30 minute program

e  $20 per program

Designed for youth group leaders whose children are working on certain
badge requirements. This format can also be used for a variety of ques-
tions and discussions.

Reptiles In Review

e Grades2-3

e Groupsize: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e  $50 per program

This program will introduce children to the scientific concept that all
animals are grouped by their shared characteristics. Focus is placed on
the reptile group and how reptiles differ from other terrestrial vertebrates
through discussion, activities and presentation of live reptiles.
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Self - Guided Tour

e Allages

e $1/ person

A Willowbrook interpreter gives a brief introduction about the center,
then turns the group on their own to tour the center.

What Is A Reptile?

e GradesK-1

e Group size: 8 / 25

e 1 hour program

e $50 per program

Young participants will learn about reptiles and how they are different
from mammals, birds, fish and other living things. The program is
enhanced by the presentation of live reptiles.

WSI- Wildlife Scene Investigations

e Grades4-38

e Group size: 10 / 20

e 1 hour program

e $20 per program

Who done it? Discover the clues to identifying the wild mammals that
live in your neighborhood by studying skulls and bones of local wild-
life. Learn the basic natural history of local wildlife and the techniques
used to unravel wildlife mysteries. Young investigators will use team-
work and observation to interpret and solve wildlife scene mysteries.



Cub Scout Badge Programs

e Grade?2

e Group size: 6 / 18

e 1% hour program (30 minutes in class, 1 hour outside)

e $25 per program

o Offered March 1st —October 31st

Wolf Cubs will explore the fascinating world of birds by taking a naturalist
led hike to spot birds and learn about their natural history. Scouts will learn
how to use binoculars and field guides, discover other resources to learn
about birds and find out how they can help birds in their own back yards.
This satisfies Arrow Point Elective 13 - “Birds”. Dress appropriately for the
weather.

Wolf Cub 0 Bird Arrow Point Achievement @

Bear Cub 0 Sharing Your World with Wildlife

e Grade3

e Group size: 6 / 18

e 1% hour program (1 hour in classroom, 30 minutes outside)

e  $25 per program

Bear Cubs will discover the variety of local wild animals they share the
world with. The scouts will learn what wildlife conservation officers do,
discuss native vs. non-native animals and learn about endangered and ex-
tinct animal species. IMPORTANT: Each scout should prepare a poster
that they have made BEFORE their Willowbrook visit highlighting an ani-
mal that they like or admire. Scouts should bring their posters when they
come for their Willowbrook visit. After the program, the scouts tour the
center with their leaders.

Webelos Naturalist Badge

e Grade4

e Group size: 6 / 18

e 1% hour program (Indoor program)

e  $25 per program

This program discusses several aspects of wildlife natural history. Webelos

will learn about the natural world around them by studying plant and ani-

mals. Classroom time is spent discussing birds and migratory flyways, ven-
omous animals and poisonous plants. We'll finish our program by building
a food chain the Webelos way! The pack also tours the center on their own.

9



Girl Scout Badge Programs

Brownies Eco-Explorer

e Grades 2-3

e Group size: 6 / 18

e 1% hour program

e $25 per program

This program is designed to get Brownies thinking about the basic needs that
humans and animals have in common. Also discussed are how animals inter-
act together, and how hazards from human activities affect wildlife. A craft is
made at the end of the program to illustrate predator-prey relationships. Sat-
isfies Eco-Explorer Achievement.

Junior Girl Scout - Wildlife Badge

e Grades 3-6

e Group size: 6/ 18

e 2 hour program - offered on WEEKENDS ONLY

e  $45 per program

This program will focus on fulfilling the Junior Girl Scout’s Wildlife Badge
requirements. We'll discuss local wildlife, how animals are particularly
suited to where and how they live, discuss home remedies and medicines
that come from nature and end the day with a nature hike looking for birds
and other wildlife.

Cadette / Senior Girl Scout d All about Birds Badge
e Grades 6-8

e Group size: 6 / 12

e 3% hour program - offered on WEEKENDS in April, May, June ONLY
e  $45 per program

This program will help Cadette & Senior Girl Scouts earn their “All About
Birds” Badge. We'll discuss how birds fly and the mechanics of flight, dis-
cuss life histories of various birds, go on an early-morning bird hike, and
discuss and use binoculars. Girl Scouts will have a unique opportunity to
visit with a Wildlife Specialist who works with injured and orphaned wild
animals to nurse them back to health. By the end of the day, Girl Scouts will
have fulfilled the majority of the requirements for the “ All About Birds”
Badge.
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Outreach Programs

Descriptions and requirements for scheduling outreach programs are given
under the following program titles. Out of county outreach programs re-
quire pre-approval by the Curator. The higher fee for such programs covers
additional transportation time. In the following descriptions, the second
price given represents the fee per program for additional programs sched-
uled on the same day (lower because there is no additional transportation
time). Some of these programs can be offered as part of an on-site visit.

Willowbrook’s Naturalist staff will consider developing programs other
than those listed below on a Special Request basis, but reserve the right to
decline a request. The fee for Special Request programs (calculated when
the reservation is made) is based on the time needed to develop, prepare,
and present the program, plus transportation time, at the rate of $20/hour
for DuPage County groups and $50/hour for out-of-county groups.

Civic Outreach: Our Wildlife Neighbors

e Adults (also suitable for grade 4 and up)

e Group size: Min. 8, up to as many as the room can safely hold

e  30-45 minute program + 15 minute set-up

o Free for DuPage County, out of county fee is $30 - $50 based on travel
distance

We require a table, an electrical outlet, and a screen or blank wall to project

onto a PowerPoint presentation briefly tells the history of wildlife in

DuPage County, with special emphasis on present-day human-wildlife in-

teractions. We'll discuss how some species have benefited, while others

have been harmed because of landscape changes over time. Question & an-

swer session follows.

Civic OQOutreach: Restoring Natur e
e Adults (also suitable for grade 4 and up)
¢ Group size: Min. 8, up to as many as the room can safely hold
e 45 minute program + 15 minute set-up
e Free for DuPage County, out of county fee is $30 - $50 based on travel

distance
We require a table, an electrical outlet, and a screen or blank wall to project
onto gain insight into the District’s restoration and wildlife habitat im-
provement efforts through a PowerPoint presentation depicting natural
areas. Learn about the Forest Preserve’s conservation efforts and what the
future holds for DuPage County’s natural areas. Discover ways you can
make a difference in our community.
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Examining Ectotherms

e Grades4-6

e Group Size: 1 class

¢ 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $100/ $25

e Program offered March 1st—November 30th
We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate carriers
and other education materials. Standard 8 foot table is sufficient.

This program is designed to teach children about the world of reptiles and
reptile survival strategies, and the basic differences between reptiles and
amphibians through discussion, activities and presentation of live animals.

Extinct, Endangered, and Threatened Species

e Grades8-12

e Group Size: 1 class

e 1hour program + 10 minute set up

e $50/%$25

Extinction of life has been a part of our natural world for 3 billion years.
Today, we may (or may not) be facing a mass extinction event that rivals
the end of the dinosaurs. This program features compelling stories and
discussion of extinct, endangered, and threatened animals and looks
closely at our efforts to save certain species from disappearing from our
world.

Wonderful Wildlife

e GradesK-1

e Group size: 1 class

e 30 minute program including set-up

e $50/%$25

We require a table and electrical outlet.

Activities include a poem to act out, showing animal homes and pictures,
singing the Chickadee song, observing animal skulls, and a story.
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Wild Lifestyles

e Grades2-3

e Group Size: 1 class

e 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $50/$25

We require a table and electrical outlet.

Includes stories, investigating animal skulls, an animal homes presenta-
tion and special activities where the children participate.

Living with Wildlife

e Grades7-12

e Group size: 1 class

e 1 hour program including set-up

e $50/%$25

We require a table and screen (or blank wall ) and electrical outlet.

An hour long program in which a summary of the history of wildlife in
the area is presented. The ways people and animals interact today is dis-
cussed, followed by an activity where they imagine what decisions they
would make in simulated situations.

Owls

e Grades1-2

e Group size: 1 class

e 45 minutes + 30 minute set-up

e $125/$50

e Program offered September 1st —May 31st

We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate the bio-
facts (wings, feet, skulls, pictures, etc.) and live birds of prey. Standard 8
foot table is sufficient.

A presentation with live owls that teaches the natural history of these
birds of prey. This is a version of the lecture only Raptor Outreach, with
a length and concepts suited for younger children.
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Prairies

e Grades7-12

e Group size: 1 class

e 45 minute program including set-up

e $50/9$25

We require a table and screen (or blank wall) and an electrical outlet.

A slide show that explains what a prairie is, its major ecological features,
examples of prairie plants and animals, and how prairies are restored and
managed today.

Raptor Outreach

e Grades3-5

¢ Group size: 1 class (max. 80 students that will be divided in half for
two concurrent programs)

e 2 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $175/%$50

e Program offered September 1st —May 31st

We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate the bio-

facts (wings, feet, skulls, pictures, etc.) and live birds of prey. Standard 8

foot table is sufficient. For the second half of the program, a large space

(either multi-purpose room or gym) is required.

Live owls and hawks and relevant biofacts are presented to teach the natu-

ral history of birds of prey. This program also includes a laboratory session

with group activities.

Raptor Outreach Lecture Only

e Grades 3 and up

e Group size: 1 class (can be presented to as large of a group as a room
can safely accommodate)

e 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $125/$50

e Program offered September 1st —May 31st

We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate the bio-

facts (wings, feet, skulls, pictures, etc.) and live birds of prey. Standard 8

foot table is sufficient.

Live owls and hawks and relevant biofacts are presented to teach the natu-

ral history of birds of prey.
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Reptiles In Review

e Grades2-3

e Group size: 1 class

e 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $100/ $25

e Program offered March 1st—November 30th

We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate carriers
and other education materials. Standard 8 foot table is sufficient. This pro-
gram will introduce children to the scientific concept that all animals are
grouped by their shared characteristics. Focus is placed on the reptile
group and how reptiles differ from other terrestrial vertebrates through
discussion, activities and presentation of live reptiles.

What Is A Reptile?

e GradesK-1

e Group size: 1 class

¢ 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $100/ $25

e Program offered March 1st —November 30th

We require a large table at the front of the room to accommodate carriers
and other education materials. Standard 8 foot table is sufficient. Young
participants will learn about reptiles and how they are different from mam-
mals, birds, fish and other living things. The program is enhanced by the
presentation of live reptiles.

WSI- Wildlife Scene Investigations

e Grades4 -8

e Group size: 10 / 20

e 1 hour program + 30 minute set-up

e $50/$25

We require 1 large table and 2 smaller tables/ counter space.

Who done it? Discover the clues to identifying the wild mammals that live
in your neighborhood by studying skulls and bones of local wildlife. Learn
the basic natural history of local wildlife and the techniques used to unravel
wildlife mysteries. Young investigators will use teamwork and observation
to interpret and solve wildlife scene mysteries.
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Illinois Learning Standards and Willowbrook Programs
Aminals! and Wonderful Wildlife: Science: 12.A.1a,b: 12.B.1a: 13.A.1a

Examining Ectotherms : English Language Arts 1.A .2a, 1.C.2a,b, 4.A.2b, 4.B.2b; Sci-
ence: 12.A.2a, b: 12.B.2a,b: 13.B.2a,b,c,d,e,f; Social Science: 17.A.2a, 17.B.2a,b; 17.C.2c,

Extinct, Endangered, and Threatened Species: English Language Arts: 4A.3a; 4A.4a;
4A.4b; 4A.5b; Science: 12A.4c; 12B.4a; 12B.5a; 12E.5a Social Science: 16A.4b;
16A.5b; 16C.5b; 16E.3a; 16E.4a; 16E.5a,b

Introduction to Birds of Prey: English Language Arts: 1.A.1a: 1.A.2a,b: 1.A.3a,b: 1.A.4b;
1A.5a; 4.A1a,b,c,d; 4.A.2a,b,c; 4.A.3a,b,c,d; 4A.4a,b,c,d; 4A.5a,b; Science: 12.A.1a,b;
12.A.2a,b: 12.A.3c; 12.A.5a; 12.B.1a,b; 12.B.2a,b; 12.B.3a,b;12.B.4b; 12.B.5a,b;12.E.1c;
13.A.1c; Physical Development and Health: 19.A.1;19.A.2; 19.A.3;19.B.1; 19.C.1;
19.C.2a.b; 19.C.3a,b: 21.A.1a,b; 21.A.2a,b; 21.A.3a; 21.A.4b; 21.B.1; 21.B.2; 21.B.3

Wild Lifestyles: Science: 12.A.1a,b; 12.B.1a; 12.B.2a,b; 13.A.1a; 13.B.2f;
Social Science: 17.b.2a,b; 17.C.1a; 17.c.2c; Physical Development and Health:
21.B.1;

Living with Wildlife : English Language Arts: 4.B.4b,d; 4.B.5b,d; Science: 12.B.4a;
13.B.3e,f; 13.B.4d; Social Science: 16.E.3a (US); 17.B.3b

Prairies: Science: 12.B.4a,b; 12.B.5a,b; 13.B.4d; Social Science: 16.E.3b; 16.E.5a (US)

Reptiles in Review : English Language Arts: 1.A.2.a, 4.A2.b, 4.B.1b, 4.B.2.b;
Science: 12.A.2a,b, 12.B.2a,b; Social Science: 17.b.2a,b; 17.C.1a; 17.c.2¢c;

Raptor Outreach, Raptor Outreach & Lecture Only and Owl Programs:

English Language Arts: 1.A.1a: 1.A.2a,b: 1.A.3a,b: 1.A.4b; 1A.5a; 4.A.1a,b,c,d;
4.A2a,b,c; 4.A.3a,b,c,d; 4A.4a,b,c,d; 4A.5a,b; Science: 12.A.1a,b; 12.A.2a,b: 12.A.3¢c;
12.A.5a; 12.B.1a,b; 12.B.2a,b; 12.B.3a,b;12.B.4b; 12.B.5a,b;12.E.1c; 13.A.1c; Physical De-
velopment and Health: 19.A.1;19.A.2;19.A.3; 19.B.1; 19.C.1; 19.C.2a.b; 19.C.3a,b:
21.A.1a,b; 21.A.2a,b; 21.A.3a; 21.A.4b; 21.B.1; 21.B.2; 21.B.3

What is a Reptile?: English Language Arts: 1.A.1a: 4.A.1a,b,c,d;
Science: 11.A.1a, b; 11.B.1a, Social Science: 17.B.1a,b;

WSI 8 Wildlife Scene Investigations: English Language Arts 1.A.2b; 1.A.3a,b;
1.B.2a,b,c,d; 1.B.3a,c,d: 1.C.2a,b,c,d: 1.C.3a,d; 4A.2a,b,c; 4A.3a,c,d; 4.B.3a; Science
11.A.2a,b,d,e; 11.A.3a; 12.B.2a,b; 12.B.3b Physical Development and Health
21.A.2a,b,c; 24.A.2.b; 24.B.3
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Willowbrook Wildlife Center
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
525 S. Park Blvd.

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

Glen [Ellyn (~J
Gs)

g

Fawell

Blvd.

C -
(Tg

Willowbrook is at Park Blvd. and Fawell Blvd. (formerly 22nd St.)
in Glen Ellyn. The entrance is at the second stoplight south of
Roosevelt Road (Rt. 38) or the third stoplight north of Butterfield
Road (Rt. 56).

Forest Preserve District of DuPage County:
www.dupageforest.com

Willowbrook Wildlife Center:
www.willowbrookwildlife.org

E-mail:
willowbrook@dupageforest.com
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http://www.willowbrookwildlife.org/

Willowbrook Wildlife Center
525 S. Park Blvd.
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
Phone: 63@942-6200

7/01/09



